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Welcome 
It is with great pleasure to welcome all attendees 
at our 60 Year Celebration on 18 May 2019. 

Founding member Heinz Brückner originally 
came from Berlin, where he was a member of an 
expats association for Bavarians. Upon migrating 
to Adelaide in 1951 he felt a strong desire to con-
tinue the traditional Bavarian dance style of 
Schuhplattlern, and with the help of other dedi-
cated dancers succeeded in 1959 to start a local 
dance group, with initial dance practices con-
ducted in the kitchen of Hans and Anni Knoll. 

From the humble beginnings, a group emerged that would maintain 
Schuhplattlern in South Australia over the next sixty years.  

As with any community group there were many ups and downs over the 
decades, frictions between personalities evolved and waned, and mem-
bership numbers have expanded and contracted over time. There is never 
a dull moment with a community group. 

But overall, all current and former members can congratulate themselves 
for having maintained our traditions over such a lengthy period of time.  

I would like to thank everyone who contributed to the Bund der Bayern’s 
success over the years, and also everyone who helped with our 60 Cele-
bration in May 2019. 

 

Adelaide, March 2019 

Reinhard Struve 

Group Leader  



 3 

 

 Congratulations 
Dear Bund der Bayern,  

“alles Gute” for your 60th anniversary! It is cer-
tainly a wonderful achievement to have kept 
your group going so successfully for so many dec-
ades. 

Over the past few years I thoroughly enjoyed at-
tending some of your events and getting to know 
many members of the group personally.  Every 
single time I was delighted by the joyful atmos-
phere you created with your dances and the hap-

piness you brought to your audience.     

I am pleased about the close relationship between the German Embassy 
and Bund der Bayern and am always happy to receive your invitations 
to South Australia, even though, unfortunately, I may not always be able 
to attend your events. 

Australia is a nation shaped by a variety of different cultures. It is great to 
see that Bund der Bayern manages to keep up German traditions with 
an energetic twist, despite living on the other side of the world. You are 
contributing to the Australian multicultural society and enriching the cul-
tural landscape of this country. Thank you for always representing Ger-
man culture with such joy and enthusiasm, traditional music and 
Schuhplattler dancing. 

Just keep doing what you are doing with the same heartfelt energy, con-
tinue to build efficient networks and you will certainly inspire younger 
generations to join the group and uphold your traditions. Cheers - or 
“Prost”-  to the next 60 years of the group. Enjoy the celebrations! 

 

Canberra, March 2019 

Dr Anna Prinz 

Ambassador  
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A Message of Congratulations 
On behalf of the people and Government of South 
Australia, I wish to extend my heartfelt congratula-
tions to the South Australian Bund der Bayern on 
the occasion of its 60th anniversary.  

This incredible milestone is an outstanding achieve-
ment which is a testament to the dedication and 
passion of its leaders and members over the last six 
decades.  

Since its formation in 1959, the Bund der Bayern 
has thrilled its audiences in South Australia and 

elsewhere with its energetic Schuhplattlern performances. Your group has 
provided opportunities for young people of all backgrounds to be part of 
this outstanding Bavarian dance troupe and to forge strong intercultural 
connections through cultural exchanges.  

South Australia is fortunate to have a rich German heritage and it is 
wonderful to see Bund der Bayern continue to showcase unique Bavarian 
customs and culture with the wider community.  

Congratulations once again to the dedicated committee and the out-
standing performers who carry on the wonderful Schuhplattlern tradition. 
I would like to warmly thank you for enriching our multicultural state 
and wish Bund der Bayern every success in the future!  

 

Adelaide, March 2019 

The Honourable Jing Lee MLC  

Assistant Minister to The Premier  

Member of Parliament in the Legislative Council  
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Thank You 
Thank you very much to Bund der Bayern, from 
the South Australian Labor party, for six decades 
of wonderful and energetic dancing and culture. 

Thank you for continuing to bring your incredible 
performances to life here in South Australia - your 
efforts enrich our state. 

Bavarians have long standing heritage in South 
Australia - it is important that we celebrate our 
dancers and also the many traditions and legacy 
with which you have strengthened our state. 

 Thank you again. 

 Hier ist zu sechzig Jahre mehr tanzen - Ois guade! 

 

Adelaide, March 2019 

Katrine Hildyard MP 

Shadow Minister for Recreation, Sport & Racing   

Shadow Minister for the Status of Women 

Shadow Minister for Multicultural Affairs 
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Program 
 From 6pm onwards: Food and Drinks and Raffle Tickets available 

for purchase, and Bidding for Silent Auction 

 6pm—8pm: George Stas, Roving Magician  

 7pm: Bund der Bayern—Kids’ Dance Bracket 

 7:10pm: FusionBeats — Indian Bollywood Dancing 

 7:20pm: Music by The Blend 

 8pm: Welcome and Speeches 

 Reinhard Struve 

 The Hon Jing Lee MLC  

 8:20pm: Bund der Bayern — First Dance Bracket  

 From 8:30pm: Music by The Blend 

 9pm: Cutting of Birthday Cake  

 9:10pm: Bund der Bayern — Second Dance Bracket  

 9:20pm: Music by The Blend 

 All Guests can collect a piece of complimentary Birthday Cake 

 Release of all Raffle Prizes and Silent Auction Winners 

 9:50pm: Bund der Bayern — Final Dance Bracket 

 All current and former members of the Bund der Bayern  are 
invited to join in for a Haushamer Plattler 

 10pm: Music by The Blend, until Zapfenstreich 

 

MC throughout the Night: Ms Lee Pfitzner 
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A bit of History 
The 'Bund der Bayern' was established in August 1959 by Mr Heinz Brück-
ner, who had migrated from Berlin to Australia in 1951. He and several 
other Bavarians formed the 'Edelweiss Schuhplattler' group.  

After only two short months of relentless practice the group made its first 
public appearance. 

Foundation Group, 1959: Konrad Aigner, Maria Wendler and Franz Knoll (sitting), 
Hans Knoll, Maria Aigner, Anni Knoll (nee Aigner) with Stephan Knoll,  Gerhard 

Korndorfer, Christel and Angela Brückner, Heinz Brückner, Hans Aigner 

First public performance, 1959, Hoffmann’s Winery 



 8 

 

Popularity of the 'Edelweiss' group increased with appearances at the 
Tanunda Weinfest, the Festival of Arts and also through the television 
media. The first 'Bayern Abend' in 1960 was held in the old club house of 
the Süd Australischer Allgemeiner Deutscher Verein “The German 
Club” (abbreviated SAADV). 

 

During the construction of the new German Club premises, the group held 
practices in a hall hired from G.T.V.9. New costumes and necessary mend-
ing to old ones were paid with money earned at monthly dance evenings 
organised by the group at Henley Beach. 

Upon completion of the new German Club premises in 1963, the group 
then moved back to the SAADV and adopted the new name of 'Heimat- 
und Volkstrachten Verein, Bund der Bayern', with objectives of the group 
extending beyond dancing only. The original name of 'Edelweiss' was re-
tained by the Schuhplattler dancers of the Bund der Bayern. 

In 1964, together with the SAADV the first 'Schützenfest' after 
World War II was held at the Gorge Picnic ground.  

Barossa Vintage Festival, with Heinz Dabernik, Maria & Hans Aigner, Hannelore 
Schmidt, Franz Knoll, Hans Schmidt, Hans Knoll, Heinz & Christel Brückner, and 

others 
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As the Schützenfest grew in popularity, the SAADV took over the organi-
sation and transferred this ever popular social activity to the Hahndorf 
Oval. 

In 1966 the youth group of the “Edelweiss' was formed, under the leader-
ship of Mr Otto Vogl.  

In 1972, the youth group received it's own flag. The flag was beautifully 
hand painted by Mr Paul Wegener and was donated to the group by 
Hans and Anni Knoll, which is still treasured by the group today.  

Ca. early 60s: Maria & Hans Aigner, Lo e Gross 
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The president of the SAADV, Mr Hein Diestel-Feddersen, unveiled the flag 
in the presence of many guests including the well known Pastor Zinnbau-
er. The flag was blessed by Father J.A. Baron from the German Catholic 
Centre St. Bonifatius, Collinswood. 

In 1977, the very first 'Tanzfest' was held in the clubrooms of the SAADV. It 
was a modest beginning for the new traditional 'Volksfest'. Mr Dieter 
Fabig, President, and Mr Walter Tietjens, Secretary, together encouraged 
the 'Brücke' to sponsor the festival. Other members who contributed to 
the success of the Volkstanzfest were Hans Knoll, Christel Kranich, Bruno 
Kranich, from the 'Bund der Bayern', and Mary Feddersen from the 
Deutscherr Volkstanzkreis. 

For many years during this era the 'Bund der Bayern' was a member of 
the 'Good Neighbour Council'. After this council dissolved the group joined 
the 'Folkloric Society'. Many friendships were kindled within this society. 
Some of the highlights were participating in a 'Preisplattln' with the 
'Austrian National Dancers' and becoming honorary lifetime members of 
the 'South Coast Scottish Club'. 

Ca. 1979: Germania Club Newcastle, with David Kozlowski, Tony Mittermaier, Chris-
tina Baylis 



 11 

 

 
Throughout the years a bell ringers group under the name of 'Alpen Echo' 
has formed, their instruments being finely tuned cowbells. 
  
Due to lack of actively recruiting new members, the group was on the 
brink of collapse in 2011.  

The remaining members decided to purely focus on recruiting children 
and to re-start a children’s group then, and reduce all activities—
including performances—to a minimum. Due to these efforts of a small 
number of members the group managed to considerably increase in size 
again over a short period and reached its peak in recent times around 
2015, with a total of 77 financial members. Of these, some 30 members 
(adults and children) were actively dancing. 

As at March 2019 the group consists of 46 financial members. Unfortu-
nately the number of members regularly dancing at practices and per-
formances has greatly decreased, with performances often conducted by 
one adult couple only. In particular the lack of male dancers greatly im-
pacts on our capabilities, and we are always looking for new dancers.  

Remaining Group Members, June 2011, School for the German Language, West Ter-
race, Adelaide: K. Palzewski, S. Knoll, R. Dignum, T. Knoll, J. Knoll (missing: R. Struve) 
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Schuetzenfest, January 2015, East Adelaide Parklands 

Back Row: R. Hollands, B. De Maria,  J. Bucheler, R. Fenton-Mair, S. Rodert, R. Struve, L. 
Vasquez, A. Öhler, T. Knoll 

Middle Row: K. Distel-Federsen, M. Hüt, S. Westphal, A. Tschoner-Potter, J. Schaare, S. Lee, 
E. Fenton-Mair, Z. McDonald, J. Öhler, S. De Maria, L. Griffith, N. Struve, L. Clemow, S. Burr-
dige, S. Fischer, D. De Maria 

Middle Row: S. Potter, A. Thompson,  S. Fischer,  L. Struve 

Front Row:  M. & R. Fischer, L. Kunze, D. Potter, T. Caldwell, L. O’Donnell, J. Struve, C. Öhler, 
S. McDonald 
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 The 'Bund der Bayern' has been fortunate to have had some dedicated 
and experienced people to guide it. Whilst the exact years have not been 
accurately recorded, the below list shows the order of leadership: 
  
 Heinz Brückner (founder) 
 Hans Knoll 
 Otto Vogel 
 Hans Knoll 
 Manfred Kranich 
 Christel Kranich 
 Manfred Kranich 
 Tony Mittermaier (ca. 1989 — 2000)  
 Dieter Fabig (ca. 2000 — 2002) 
 Ramona Ciado (ca. 2002 — 2005) 
 Rob Portsch 
 Stephan Knoll 
 Reinhard Struve (from July 2011) 
  
Under the various previous constitutions of the group, the following persons 
were acknowledged as honorary members: Heinz Brückner, Otto Vogl, 
Hans and Anni Knoll, Traudl Daniels, Herbert Bargmann, Manfred and 
Christel Kranich, and Michael Carter. 
  
Under the leadership of Reinhard Struve the group became an incorpo-
rated association in August 2013. Under the new constitution there are cur-
rently four honorary members: Hans and Anni Knoll, and Manfred and 
Christel Kranich.  
 
Many years ago the dancers adopted the costumes from the area of 
Miesbach. Even today the boys are still proud to wear the Lederhosen and 
half socks ('Wadlstrümpfe').  
 
In 2012 the group was required to change the costumes for the girls and 
opted for traditional Dirndls in the Bavarian colours of blue and white. 
With a drastically increasing number of new female dancers it was finan-
cially not possible at the time to fit our all girls in the expensive traditional 
Miesbacher dress, which is also not suited very well for the hot Australian 
climate.  
 
In the future it may be possible to return to the Miesbacher dress for our 
female dancers.  
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There have been many highlights over the years, including performances 
within South Australia and interstate, but also overseas on a number of 
occasions.  
  
In 1975 the group travelled to Georgetown in Malaysia, which had be-
come a sister city to Adelaide in 1973, and performed at the inaugural 
Adelaide Week. 
 
In the late 70s and early 80s there were many performances each week, 
with different groups of dancers performing at multiple sites. To reward 
the members for their efforts they travelled to New Zealand on a bond-
ing trip. 
 
In April 2014 — under the visionary leadership of Reinhard Struve—the 
group travelled with 25 people (members & their families) to Bavaria, 
where they were hosted by the Heimat – und Trachtenverein Hirschau 
and the Volkstrachtenverein Jacking over a period of two weeks.  
 
Another visit to Bavaria by the group with 14 members occurred in April 
2018, when the Volkstrachtenverein Altoetting also joined as a hosting 
group.  
 
Pending the membership situation of our group and our activity levels 
over the next few years, we currently envisage to travel to Bavaria every 
four years, with the next trip penciled in for 2022.  
 

Penang, 1975: Neil Bayliss, Stephan Knoll, Bernard Niemiec, Angelika Hess 
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Jacking (Germany), April 2014 

Zugspitze,  April 2018: Reinhard Struve, Beate De Maria 
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Historic Group Photos — 1959 

Foundation Group, 1959:, at 223 Flinders Street, Adelaide (“The Old German Club”) 

Back row (sitting); Hans Aigner, Ernst Wendler, Konrad Aigner 

Standing: Margret Fischer, Warwick Ring, Anni Knoll, Mr. Streichsbier (accordion 
player, first name unknown) with wife (name unknown), Resi Grobitsch, Maria 
Wendler, Maria Aigner, Christel Brückner, Lotte Gross, Klaus Baumgartner (Zither 
player) 

Kneeling: Franz Knoll (child), Hans Knoll, Heinz Brückner with daughter Angela, 
Margret Wendler 
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Historic Group Photos — 1974 

Group Photo, 1974, German Club, 223 Flinders St 

Flagholders: Bernhard Niemiec, Bruno Kranich  

Top Row: Hans Knoll, Peter (last name: unknown), Neil Bayliss, unknown, Maria 
Rauch, Jenny Niemiec, Ursula Bulman (nee Jurcyzk), unknown, unknown, Petra 
Muhs, Harry Hagemann, Siggi (last name: unknown) 

Second Row: Mike Grobitsch, Danny Jeitner, Stephan Knoll, Franz Knoll, George Er-
dos, Gunther (last name: unknown), unknown (sitting in-between rows)  

Third Row: Helen (last name: unknown), Martin Sein, Margot Kranich, Barbara Sain, 
Sylvia Kriven, Angelika Hesse, Chris Grobitsch, Brigitte Mundy, Gerd Muhs, Herbert 
Bargmann 

Bottom Row: Rosemary Waxmann, David Kozlowski, Marli Muhs, Michael W., Linda 
Begg, Hardy Kosiol, Elvira Theil, Mark Kosiol, unknown, Dieter Kosiol 

(note: The above names of the abover persons were tagged in a Facebook post for 
former members accordingly. The accuracy of the information could not be verified, 
and errors and incorrect identifications may have occurred.) 
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Bund der Bayern In

Top Row: Ben Smith, Paul Smith, Reinhard Struve 

Middle Row: Saskia De Maria, Beate De Maria, Melissa Measham, Sarah Rogers, Iris Strobl, Yvonne Sm
Brown, Laur

Bottom Row: Lachlan Meinhardt, Levon Kunze, Felicity We
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nc , February 2019 

(Group Leader), Julian Bucheler, Greg Meinhardt 

mith, Emma Smith, Naomi Struve, Rachel Meinhardt, Amber Meinhardt, Sarah Lee, Gay Lee, Callie 
ra Clemow 

lch, Agnes Welch, Lara Struve, Narin Kim, Liam O’Donnell 



 20 

 

Heinz Brückner & Otto Vogl 
Im Jahre 1951 verliess Heinz Brückner Berlin, um 
nach Australien auszuwandern. Er liess sich in 
Adelaide nieder—eine gute Wahl. Hier hatten 
die deutschen Einwanderer den Lebensstil stark 
beeinflusst, und das Interesse an der alten 
Heimat war noch sehr stark. In Berlin gehoerte 
Heinz Brückner einem Trachtenverein aktiv an. 
Er hatte vor in Adelaide eine Schuhplat-
tlergruppe zu gruenden. Er musste es mehrmals 
versuchen, bis er dann im Jahre 1959 dazu kam. 
Die Tanzgruppe Edelweiss entstand. Zu Anfang 
waren es einige Gleichgesinnte, mutige Leute, die 

sich der Gruppe schnell anschlossen. Sie zeigten unverfaelschliche 
bayrische Volkskunst und waren schnell überall beliebt. Die Gruppe hatte 
ihr Heim im Süd Australischen Deutschen Verein. Zuerst war Heinz Brück-
ner Leiter und Vorplattlerr fuer einige Jahre. Von ihm uebernahm Hans 
Knoll die Führung der Gruppe, und dann folgte Otto Vogl. Er gründete in 
seiner Zeit die Kindergruppe.  

(From the “25 Jahre Bund der Bayern Festschrift”,  1984) 

The first Schuhplattler group was established in 
August 1959 by Mr. Heinz Brückner. He and sev-
eral other Bavarians formed the Edelweiss 
Schuhplattler group of the South Australian Ger-
man Association.  

In 1963 the group adopted the new name of 
“Heimat– und Volkstrachtenverein Bund der 
Bayern”. 

In 1966 the youth group “Edelweiss” was formed 
under the leadership of Mr. Otto Vogl.  

(From the “30 Jahre Bund der Bayern Fest-
schrift”, 1989) 

Heinz Brückner, ca. 1951 

Otto Vogl 
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Hans Knoll 
I hope the "Bund der Bayern" 
can carry on the old Bavarian 
traditions and Gemuetlichkeit, 
which started in our home 
kitchen with Heinz Bruckner, 
the Vorplattler from Berlin and 
five Bavarians with partners. 

Heinz was looking for the right 
people for a long time. As the 
old photos show from here it did 
not take a long time and we 

joined the German Association for more room to practice and hold our 
"Bavarian Evenings" with Bavarian music and dancing which always filled 
the big hall with guests. 

Our performers were loved wherever we appeared. 

As my family, children and grandchildren enjoyed being members of the 
"Bund der Bayern" over the years, so I hope even the great grandchildren 
can carry on and enjoy a bit of the Bavarian way of life and tradition! 

Hans Knoll 

Foundation & Honorary Member & Group Leader of 18 Years 

Anni & Hans Knoll, 2012 

Anni & Hans Knoll, ca. early 1960s 
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Manfred & Christel Kranich 
Congratulations on your 60th. Anniversary of the Bund der Bayern. 

We, that is Manfred and Christel and daughters Margot and Elvira, have 
many connections with the Bund der Bayern.  

We were very proud to perform traditional dances at festivals and  shows 
in South Australia, right around the country and overseas. 

Besides performing Manfred and myself made the decision to take on 
more responsibility. Both of us were elected as Group Leaders. We inter-
changed several times. We didn’t count the years as they went on. We just 
did it. 

Our greatest achievement was our involvement to start the Volkstanzfest. 
We came together with Walter Tietjens former secretary of the SA Ger-
man Association, Hans and Anni Knoll Foundation Members of the Bund 
der Bayern and Mary Feddersen from the Deutsche Volkstanzkreis.  

The first Volkstanzfest had its humble beginnings in 1977. It has taken 
place in Adelaide. Since that it has become a tradition in German, Austri-
an and Swiss Clubs and Associations. 

Over 50 years of being part of the Bund der Bayern there have been nu-
merous kind people who we need to thank, for advice, support, commit-
ment to participate, patience with one another. 

They are too many to mention by name. Some are no longer with us but 
are still strong in our memory and I thank them in prayers. 

Most of all I have to be honest and I thank my husband and our daugh-
ters for their support. 

To all current dancers and committee members I say thank you for your 
effort. Please keep on going. Take from the past the tradition and culture 
of Bavaria. Accept changes and be part of it. 

Celebrate the 60th Anniversary in tradition and may it all continue for 
many years into the future. 

 

Christel and Manfred Kranich 

Honorary Members of the Bund der Bayern  
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Christel & Manfred Kranich, 2012 

Christel & Manfred Kranich, 1975 
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Tony Mittermaier 

 

Dear past and present members of the Bund der Bayern. 

Being the son of a Ruhpoldinger Schuhplattler I could muse and say that I 
was destined to align myself with tradition! I remember being introduced 
to Bruno Kranich in my parents living room where I was taught the 
Wendlsteiner Plattler in 1971. 

Visiting the club in Flinders Street where an old house once stood I was led 
to the rear hall where the lively Edelweiss Tanzgruppe - now the Bund 
der Bayern – practised, and my exciting journey began. Picnics, camps, 
functions, floorshows, fests, travel, television and new friendships were the 
spoils of such a traditional and social atmosphere with fun-loving mem-
bers at its core. 

There are so many highlights I could mention, from the very wet and very 
hot Schützenfests in Hahndorf & Bonython park, performing at Adelaide 
Festival Theatre, the endless Old Mill shows, National Volkstanzfests, 
meeting Franz Beckenbauer when the Cosmos team visited Adelaide, 
Papua New Guinea Oktoberfest in Port Moresby and Lai, and of course  

Tony, with Madelaine and Saxon Mittermaier, 2012 
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the Preis Platteln competitions.  

Every show large or small gave us something in return which made it all 
very special. 

The roles first as Vorplattler and then as Groupleader were very im-
portant and honourable positions for me to hold. I carried on the tradi-
tions and high standard that the BDB was renowned for and camarade-
rie to the best of my abilities. 

During my time at the helm the group had a large membership and per-
former list both in the Children’s & Adults’ group with exceptional dancers 
at its core, such as Ilona Tamm, Melissa Fabig, Lynne Gilbertson, Linda 
Begg, Hardy & Karin Kosiol, Danny Jeitner, Peter Taueber, Gary & Greg 
Meinhardt, to name a few. 

I felt a great sense of gratitude to witness some of the children that I 
taught carrying on the group’s tradition after my tenure. 

I wish to acknowledge my mentors being Hans & Anni Knoll, Franz & 
Stephan Knoll, Bruno Kranich, Bernie Niemiec, Manfred & Christel 
Kranich, Heinz Brückner and my father Sepp Mittermaier. 

With the German Association now in its transition phase I wish the Bund 
der Bayern continued growth and success especially during these times 
where cultural diversity and traditions are actively promoted in our socie-
ty and necessary for all cultures alike. 

Tony Mittermaier 
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Dieter Fabig OAM 

The Bund der Bayern has entertained us with traditional Bavarian danc-
es now for 60 years . 

My daughter Melissa enjoyed dancing and bellringing for nine years and 
she has fond memories of being a member of the Bund der  Bayern. 

In 1991 the Bund der Bayern was in danger of collapsing. The thought of 
not having a Bavarian folk dancing group in South Australia was impos-
sible. I volunteered to become group leader and with the help of very 
experienced past members we managed to find dancers to continue the 
wonderful exciting Bavarian folk dancing here in South Australia.   
 

Dieter Fabig OAM BKV 
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Ramona Criado 
My name is Ramona Criado. 

I was group-leader of the Bund der Bayern for a period of about three 
years from 2002 - 2005 (when I began my position as manager of a Bar-
ossa Fine Foods store and so was constrained by time). 

Before that I was treasurer for eight years and I thoroughly enjoyed do-
nating my time, (though challenging at times) where my children all 
danced and felt part of one big family. 

The photo was taken at a Schützenfest in Bonython Park with Willy and 
Gerhard Neubauer (who previously danced in  Heinz Brückner's group).  

 

Ramona Criado 
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Rob Portsch 

 

“Auf Gehts!” Congratulations on “Bund der Bayern” reaching 60 years. 

I wish them all the best in providing Australians with a “snapshot” of Ba-
varian Culture whilst enabling people both young and old to take part in 
an activity whose history spans hundreds of years. 

My own involvement began with my children who observed a perfor-
mance whilst attending Saturday morning German classes. The next Mon-
day evening we were at the SAADV attending a dance class. They were 
made to feel welcome and were immediately involved in the practice. It 
was this that kept them coming! 

We continued to be members of the group in various capacities for the 
next 10 years, performing all around Australia and seeing parts of Aus-
tralia that we might not otherwise have seen. 

Perhaps the highlight was the group performing a Schuhplattler to Sha-
nia Twain’s “I feel like a Woman”! 

Once again, I wish the current members of the group all the best in main-
taining and continuing the traditions of Bavarian culture in the foreseea-
ble future. 

Rob Portsch, 2012 
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 The Hon. Stephan Knoll MP 

As the son of a former dancer and the grandson of a former group leader 
and founder, being involved with Bund Der Bayern was a forgone con-
clusion for my brothers and I. 

We moved back to Adelaide in 1991 and it didn’t take long for us boys to 
be brought along to Monday night practice, this began an almost 20 year 
involvement with the group. 

The dance group was very much part of our identity, it connected us with 
our heritage, with our culture and with the community through perfor-
mances. The group taught us skills, self-confidence, coordination but 
above all the group gave us life long friendships. I have so often heard 
that involvement in the group were some of the happiest times of people 
lives. 

The chance to lead the dancegroup, first as Vorplattler and then as group 
leader were a real honour. 

 

The Hon. Stephan Knoll MP, Minister for Planning, Transport, Infrastruc-
ture and Local Government, 2018 
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Throughout my time we were an active group that matured from teen-
agers to young adults, dancing to a high standard and helping to expand 
the tradition through the learning new dances. 

Volkstanzfests were always the highlight in the calendar, a chance for us 
to prove ourselves nationally and to cement our position as one of the top 
groups in the country. I would like to think we achieved this consistently. 

We regularly performed over 25 times a year at Schützenfests, restau-
rants, corporate functions, on television and even once as part of a caba-
ret performance on Hindley Street.   

I was always supported by an active committee of parents, siblings and 
other dancers, all working to keep the tradition alive and enjoy our 
shared culture. 

To be a Knoll is to be part of Bund Der Bayern and I will always be proud 
of that. I am glad to see the group continue and I look forward to one 
day seeing the fourth generation of Knolls take up the challenge of ensur-
ing Bund Der Bayern continues for many years to come. 

Stephan Knoll 

Stephan Knoll, November 2010, with Kerry-Anne Palzewski 
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Mount Lofty Summit, Feb 2017, Naomi, Lara, Reinhard & Jakob Struve 

Reinhard Struve 
When I joined the group in 2008 I would not have imagined the time and 
effort that I would invest into the Bund der Bayern to transform it into 
the progressive and modern group that we are today.  

I was asked to become the groupleader in 2011 at a time when the group 
nearly folded due to a lack of members. From there on, we managed to 
win on all fronts: we quickly increased membership numbers and requests 
for performances, we became incorporated, equipped all members with 
Trachten (traditional costumes) whilst managing finances very prudently, 
and generally raised the public profile of the group. Highlights included 
two trips to Germany, hosting the Volkstanzfest 2015, and many hundreds 
of performances.  

It required a lot of hard work, sweat and frustration, which often does not 
often receive much recognition, but I can hold my head up high and say 
that I have done my part to keep the group alive since 2011. 

I would like to thank those who have supported me on this journey, but 
in particular my wife Naomi and my children Jakob and Lara for forgiv-
ing me the many thousands of hours that I spent on the Bund der Bayern 
instead of with my family.  
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Mount Lofty Summit, February 2017 

Schützenfest 2016, East Adelaide Parklands 
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Committee, as at April 2019 

Reinhard Struve, Group Leader Melissa Measham, Vice Group Leader 

Beate De Maria, Secretary Saskia De Maria, Treasurer 



 34 

 

With donations by: M & A Fabig, C & C Spiteri, K Ascher, D Ranck (as at April 2019) 
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Der Blinde und der Lahme 

Von ungefähr muss einen Blinden 
ein Lahmer auf der Straße finden, 
und jener hofft schon freudenvoll, 

dass ihn der andre leiten soll. 

„Dir”, spricht der Lahme, „beizustehn? 
Ich armer Mann kann selbst nicht gehen; 

doch scheint’s, dass du zu einer Last 
noch sehr gesunde Schultern hast. 

Entschließe dich, mich fortzutragen, 
so will ich dir die Stege sagen: 

So wird dein starker Fuß mein Bein, 
mein helles Auge deines sein.” 

Der Lahme hängt mit seinen Krücken 
sich auf des Blinden breiten Rücken. 

Vereint wirkt also dieses Paar, 
was einzeln keinem möglich war. 

Du hast das nicht, was andre haben, 
und andern mangeln deine Gaben; 

aus dieser Unvollkommenheit 
entspringt die Geselligkeit. 

Wenn jenem nicht die Gabe fehlte, 
die die Natur für mich erwählte, 

so würd er nur für sich allein 
und nicht für mich bekümmert sein. 

Beschwer die Götter nicht mit Klagen! 
Der Vorteil, den sie dir versagen 

und jenem schenken, wird gemein, 
Wir dürfen nur gesellig sein. 

Christian Fürchtegott Gellert (1715—1769) 




